Minutes of H.J. Cambie Secondary School
Parent Advisory Committee Meeting

Wednesday April 22, 2009
7:5 0 p.m. Meeting called to order by Kathy Churchill.

Attendees

· Administrator - Neil Kamide 

· Executive Members - Kathy Churchill, Sheena Gingrich, Sharan Johal, Falina Keegan, Rajan Pradhan and Dave De Ré.
· Non-Executive Members -  Tammy Cameron, Harjinder Cooner, Pat Lewis and Mary-Anne Wickham
(1)  Standing Items
(A) Approval/Amendments to Agenda – Dave De Ré requested the addition of PAC Scholarship Committee to the agenda which was agreed to by all.  Sheena Gingrich motioned to adopt the agenda, seconded by Falina Keegan. The motion passed unanimously.
(B) Adoption of Minutes: March 25, 2009 – minutes were reviewed by members.  Sharan Johal motioned approval of minutes, seconded by Mary-Anne Wickham.  The motion passed unanimously.
(C) Correspondence – Received a $50.00 cheque from ACME for the after grad committee.
(D) Review of Forward Agenda – N. Kamide advised he’ll be able to attend only the first part of PAC on May 27th as there’s a year end band concert scheduled for the same evening.  F. Keegan would like to add “Gaming Fund Application for 2009/2010” to the agenda for the May meeting.
(E) Reports
· Chairperson – Kathy Churchill – provided an update on the school website.  Joel Hoi, H.J. Cambie student, has volunteered to create and maintain the website.  
· Treasurer – Falina Keegan – provided an update on the financial status of the PAC general chequing account and the after grad account.  All gaming fund amounts have been assigned.   

· After Grad – Tammy Cameron – provided an update on the after grad activities.  Progress is being made and the committee requires assistance for clean up on June 27th from 5:30 a.m. onwards.  The Cambie Community Centre is meeting on May 2nd and will be presented with a letter requesting donations for the after grad committee.  It was noted that the PAC seed funds are set aside to get the committee started and these funds are reimbursed and remain in the account.
· R.D.P.A. – R. Pradhan provided the following updates:

· Dixon Elementary – A code of conduct is being developed with a focus on “cultivating compassion”.  Further information can be obtained from the school district web site.

· Funding – the Superintendent of Schools made a presentation on the current financial situation and lack of funding received from the Province.  There will be significant reductions due to the funding shortfall. 

(2)  PAC Scholarship Committee – Dave DeRé

To date 34 applications have been received for the PAC Scholarship and students are identified by student number.  Pat Lewis, Sheena Gingrich and Dave DeRé will review applications, select recipients and announce successful candidates at the May 27th PAC meeting.

It was noted that some carpentry students who attend another school, but attend Cambie on a part time basis, have applied for the PAC scholarship and whether or not this is acceptable.   The general rule for scholarships is that students need to take at least 6 courses at their home school in order to be eligible for any scholarships.

It was further noted that school based scholarships should be applied at home schools as gaming funds are based upon the number of students at the home school.  It was agreed that the Scholarship Committee would review the applications to determine the successful recipients and if someone from another school is selected they would be declined and the next successful Cambie student would be awarded the scholarship.  For future years we need a clear policy on this and it was suggested the Scholarship Committee contact other PAC Chairs for their policy on awarding scholarships to students not attending the home school on a full time basis.

(3)  Valedictory Ceremonies – Presentation of PAC Scholarships – Pat Lewis has volunteered to attend the valedictory ceremonies on June 12th and award the PAC scholarships.
(4)  Teachers Appreciation Luncheon – Kathy Churchill

· Kathy Churchill and Mary-Anne Wickham have volunteered to coordinate this years teachers appreciation luncheon which will be held on Friday June 19th at 12:00 p.m. at the school for approximately 80 staff
· Kathy Churchill will present the artwork to retiring staff.
· Kathy Churchill motioned a contribution from the general PAC funds, of $500.00, for the luncheon, seconded by Dave DeRé. The motion passed unanimously.
· Mary-Anne Wickham to place this information in the school newsletter.
(5)  Administration Report – N. Kamide

· An update was provided on the following areas:

· Budget – The Richmond School district has $4.2M deficit that needs to be balanced by the end of the year. This comes after several years of cuts and it was noted that salaries account for 90% of the districts budget.  It is believed there will be minimal impacts on the schools and the area affected greatly will be administrative cuts.
· Upcoming Events – 

· The 40 hour famine will be held on April 23rd and approximately 40 students have committed to this event.

· Optional Interims are being mailed out on April 30th for those at risk of not meeting the education requirement.

· April 24th is a Professional Development Day.  The school will be participating in a meeting with approximately 100 students to discuss themes for the future of Cambie High School.  Next year this is an issue N. Kamide would like to raise with PAC – issues that shape the future of our school.  What will Cambie look like in 5 to 10 years?
· May 21st – Fashion Show

· May 27th – Gateway Music Concert and ICBC speaker addressing grade 12’s on making good decisions.

· June 4th – Awards Night

· June 12th – Valedictory Ceremonies.

· June 26th – Grad dinner and dance.

· Staffing Update – It is anticipated there will be a decline in the school population for 2010/2011.  The schools current registered number is at 949 and they expect a decline of approximately 20 to 30 students.  There are 4 projected retirees for the upcoming school year.

· School Newsletter – The school is looking into the option of not printing the newsletter and providing it either electronically or via the school website.  PAC members agreed both of these are will thought out ideas.

· Staff Biographies – N. Kamide spoke with staff regarding placement of biographies on the school website and the idea was well received.  The school will follow up on this in September and assign students to work on this task. 
Meeting adjourned at 9:10 p.m.  The next PAC meeting is on Wednesday May 25th @ 7:00 p.m. in the school library.
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